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This year our club is celebrating 35 years in Southwest
Florida!

Terese recently received the above certificate along with a
congratulatory letter from Jeremi Snook, FFI's President
and CEO. He tells us, "Throughout the years your club
has played a vital role in bringing people together across
borders, fostering mutual understanding and quietly
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transforming countless lives. Your dedication and passion
exemplify the true power of friendship in action."

Are you curious about our beginnings and history? Read
about it on our club website by clicking on About Us.
While you are reflecting on your personal experience with
our club, why not share a few wonderful moments or stories?
Just send to me and | will publish it here so that all can
appreciate how fortunate we are to be members of this
unique organization.

Friday, April 17, 10:00 AM
General Meeting &
Presentation

by Margie Kang

"Visiting Italy and how it has
changed throughout the
years"

Optional Lunch to follow at

Olive Garden
1910 NE Pine Island Rd, Cape Coral

Margie Kang visited Italy, the country of her heritage, at
least 6 times beginning in 1968. She wasn't completely a
tourist and spent time there with family. She is eager to
talk to us about how culture changes, evolves and adapts
to current events around us. We can explore our
stereotypes that are embedded in our past experiences
and be open to new ideas!

Don't miss this fascinating look at Italy and be ready with
your questions and comments!
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Linda Harrell met us at our recent
World Friendship Force Day at Kim's
home. Linda lives in Fort Myers and
loves shell crafting, painting and
pottery. Her field is information
technology. Welcome and we hope you
will travel with us and meet other FF
members throughout the world.

Marge & Jim DeWitt live in Cape
Coral. Marge is a former middle school
teacher and Jim is a commercial
painter. Marge speaks French and they
both love international travel. We are
so glad they decided to give us a try
and we hope to have them join us on
many outbound journeys.

Linda Smidt lives in Punta Gorda and
is also a snowbird from Maine. Her
expertise is information systems in the
Insurance business. She is interested
in sailing, cooking, swimming and
kayaking. Welcome, Linda, and we
hope to get to know you and that you
enjoy Friendship Force in all its
aspects of hosting and travel.

Wende Fowler lives in North Port and
is a retired Executive Secretary. She is
also a snowbird from Leslie, Michigan.
Her hobbies are sewing, golf and
cooking. Wende, we are happy you
joined and look forward to getting to
know you and travel with you.



Summer Social Events

As many of our group will be leaving
soon for travel or to return to their
summer homes, here are some fun
summer events for members to stay
connected during the summer months
here in Southwest Florida

$SUL/®xuveBULO 'HE DQG WKH "\QDPLFV 7KLV PD\ EH \R)
WR VHH DQ DZHVRPH FODVVLF URFN EDQG WKLV VHDVRQ 'HE
SHUIRUPLQJ DW %XUQW 6WRUH ODULQD &RFQHIFWQEKGIX E 6

SXOWD *RUGD IURP W RDiaaAne GéodingV/ DIFVR X ZRXOG OLNH WR ME

OD\ uLGDOD)\ *DPHPH DHWHVH /LEE\ V KRPH LQ )RUW 0\HUV
QRRQ WR SP 30HDVH EULQJ D GLVK WR SDVV RU D GHVVHU)
IXQ JDPH WR SOD\ ZLWK DOO $EUQOXS DK PIRIEDEKGH PWHWLQJ

-XQHULGDBXQH 3RS 6WURNH OLQL *ROI RKQVHEDIL@ )RUW
DQQRXQFHPHQW ZLOO EH VHQW WR PHPEHUV LQ HDUO\ -XQH

SRVVLEOH -XO\ VRBEUDERzIS YH QIMYYFK RXW PRYLH PI
EHDFK GD\

$XIXVWLGHBXIXVW SP ,FH &UHDP 6RFLDO DW /LQGD 6X
$Q HPDLO DQQRXQFHPHQW ZLOO EH VHQW RXW WR PHPEHUYV |

2FWREHUIHVW LQV&ERDH o WRQJG ZHHNHQG RI 2FW

This announcement courtesy of FF Southwest FL Social
Committee. All members are welcome to contact the Social
Committee with interesting ideas and places to visit in our area.

+DSSWUDLOV WR \RX XQWLO ZH PHHW DJDLQ
+DSSWDLOV WR \RX NHHS VPLOLQJ XQWLO W
SR\ 5RIJHUV 'DOH (YDQV

'LDQQH *RRGLQJ
.LP &X0O0LQDQ
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QERXQG %DQMDUPDVLQ ,QGRQHVLD

SAVE THE DATES on your calendar for 1RY H P E H Ufor
helpingto ZHOFRPH DPEDVVDGRUV IURP ,QGRQH

Carol, our host coordinator, reports that the Indonesian
club is having some difficulty obtaining visas and as of
this date, only 4 club members are cleared to visit us. By
August we should hear if others have been successful and
have an indication of how many will journey here.

As a reminder, 6 years ago, 9 members of our club traveled
to Banjarmasin, Indonesia and had a fantastic time. Now,
the club is coming to visit us in Southwest Florida. It is our
turn to show them the friendship of Southwest Florida!

+RZ ZLOO \R KoKtH 0r2"guests? Do a dinner? Help
drive them around, pick up and take to airport? Use your
computer skills to create the program? Help put together a
Welcome Bag? Help organize Welcome Party and/or
Farewell Party? There is a job for everyone! Let Carol,
Kathleen or Susan know what your contribution will be to
this fun week in November!



& R U Q Z D O ®he &atches of our ambassadors to their
hosts are made, fees wired and plans are complete for a
fantastic week.

We're going to Cornwall on May 18-24, 2026. Some of us
will go on a pre-trip rail journey to Wales and some on a
post-trip tour by a Canadian company, Wing Buddy, to



Scotland in an 18-passenger mini ,
van. We_,- haye a Waiting Lls:t of 7

people just in case anyone's plans
must change.

6UL /DOQINIDXUHHQ ®RXWQH)\ &R R UGH BDUYWVRWY
WKDW VKH V ILOOHG VHDWYVY IRU WKLV DP
HDVW 6UL /DQND ZLWK D SUH WULS WR 6LC
IDQND WRXU LQ 2FMWHREHILS QXPEHU LV

6KH LV QRZ WDWLQJ /LVW KRSHIXOV ZKR D
WKH\ ZRXOG OLNH WR FRPHMauveehV WLRQV" ¢

*HW RQ WKH
)), 3BRUWDO
DQG VLJQ XS
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SAVE THE DATE!
April 24-27, 2026
Memphis, Tennessee

2026

Regional

Conference

e HRRN &OXE "LVEXVN
Theogf(}olden $SULO $0 ORQGD\

| .DWKOHHQ 'DYH\ V KRPH &
| - D\

Allen Levi

3IXQWD *RUGD )/

7KHR RI *RE\6BQHQ /HYL KDV

EHHQ PDNLQJ TXLHW EXW HYH
ZDYHV DPRQJ UHDGHUYV VLQFH
VHOI SXEOLVKHG WZAHRNDHDQKN D

RI I ULHQGVKLS ZLWK NLQGQHVY DW LWV
IROORZV DQ RFWRJIJHQDULDQ ZKR DUULYF
P\ WWHULRXY® VPDOO WRZQ LQ *HRUJLD
GLVFRYHUV D WURYH RI GUDZLQJY LQ D
$V 7KHR UHFRQQHFWYV SLFWXUHV ZLWK W
KH VSULQNOHY LQVSLUDWLRQ UHYHODW
OLVWHQHU OLNKHPUIURQ@GGIERN \WLWRU

Save the Dates

OD\ *DPH "D\ SPHUHYV
I[LEE\ V KRPH 6LOYH
&SREEOHVVWRQW 0\BOW\

\RXU IDYRULWH ERDUG RU IDPH

ZLWK XV EULQJ D OLWH VQDF

August7- . FH &UHDP 6RFLDO SP



December13 /DNH )DLUZD\V &0OXE +RXVH 1RU
O\HUV+ROLGD\ 3DUW\ SP

Missed meeting? Need to Keep Up with our
Club?

If you've missed a meeting and want to knOw what
happened, check out club MINUTES found on our FF
Website under Membership Tab. Click minutes. Go to
minutes and read all about it. So easy!

CHANGING THE WAY YOU
SEE THE WWORLD
0\ ), TRAVEL IS

PV IULHOQGVKL S| iBthé-go-t& plate for
news, journey opportunities, payments, virtual
experiences and all other member-relevant
information. If you have not yet signed up, please
do so.

The members-only portal, T |—| E O N |_Y

ORUHIDYHO 2SSRUWXQL

)), KDV SRVWHG DOO FOXE
WKH ZRUOG IRU

&OLFN WKH OLQN EHORZ WR UHYLHZ D FDWDORJ RI 6S
EHLQWHRHG E\ RWKHU )), FOXEV 3HUKDSV WKHUH LV D

2026 CLUB GROUP JOURNEYS

2026 INDEPENDENT JOURNEYS

SUHVLGHQW V &RPPHQWYV
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2XU GHDU SUHVLGHQW LV RQ K|
WKH OLQQHVRWD )), &0XE RQ D
MRXUQH\ WR -DSDQ ,Q KHU DE\
VD\V

2Q )ULGIDUFK ))6:)/
FHOHEUDWHG ,QWHUQDWLRQDO )U
&XOOVYQRQW O0\HUYKKRIMHZH UH
DWWHQGHHY ZKR EURXJKW DQ LQWHUQDWLR
7KHUH ZHUH VRPH ZULWWHQ UHFLSHVHEURXJ
WR FUHDWH DQ HOHFWURQLF UHFLSH ERRN |
30HDVH VHQG WR KHU \R X UKint'sfEnil VER FOLF |

WKD LW FDQ EH LQF ONGH & Kogh DVE IOH. (AHD\\R X
DWWHQGHG WKH OXQFKHRQ SOHDVH FKHFEN
VSHFLILFDOO\ IRU D WDEOHVSRRQ ZKLFK PL
P\ KRPH WR YLVLW \RXUV

7KH GD\ ZzDV JRUJHRXV ZHDWKHUZLVH DQG L
ZHUH RQ GRUWSHAUDWKLY HYHQW IRXU QHZ PHF
FOXE

2XU FOXE KRSHV QHZ PHPEHUV ES80DMKRLQ X

DW WKH PRQWKO\ PHHWLQJ KHOG DW WKH 1F
PHHWLQJ URRP

,Q JULHQGVKLS
Kim

[ ]
-

SDUWLQJ 6KRWYV

*UHDW WLPH DWUICRKGVURHQGVKLS )RUFH "I
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Bev & Dennis Haggarty enjoyed the hat trades. Maureen, Richard & Carol enjoyed the
food.

A group shot on the lanai - and then - New members Wende & Joy show their ponchos.



There were lots of amazing
dishes to sample in Kim's
Kitchen. Kathleen Davey, in
foreground, helping.
Thanks!

Jo & Jack Cooley with
guests they brought.
Hoping they will join!

New member, Wende, in
yellow flowered hat with
rest of group

GIVERNY|

Sucsess is siow tome,

Some of us attended the 9D Q *RJK ORQHW ,PPHUVLRQ ([SHW&HQFH LQ
great!
From left to right is Richard Collins, Kim Cullinan, president Terese Libby and Joanne

Collins
s QI =
IR R

>

L HAPPY ¢

EASTER

JULHQGVKLS )RUFH RI

6RXWKZHVW )J)ORULGD
&KHFN XV RXW FRQWUL

WR *URXS )DFHERRN 3DJ

&OLFN )DFH%RRN LFRQ L
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Try email marketing for free today!
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