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November 2022 Newsletter

General Meeting, Presentation & Lunch to follow
Saturday, November 19, 10:30 AM
Colonial Country Club Community Center
9181 Independence, Fort Myers

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FgK6pF_9nF5DdVr4yJtOoC8cE_PIyfZZiysyaEMHhyQp13Zz_UuZAc1QP-qCHGQ8bCFyPAv1QGrTivpf2iF2fIZcwiK9z2jRDia_o4elLU-5q4NRRqDjEjoP2LYg974F79-JB9f9mb_4VK7FvWYVW2UUb9sFTSns&c=L9gS33i1sSxBfrn92nAD2QRaVCyxl2vBU8Pzahz85VoaQDCbpdRAMw==&ch=ZPv1VpICvsDsSOKGHvijKHtIMdjKfqfdeuWBss_aHI1DlaW7P9zmOg==
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Set your GPS and
come to our first
meeting "in season"
featuring club news and
an entertaining
presentation by Joanne
Collins, the Journey
Coordinator, for our
club's fabulous June trip
to Sacramento
Friendship Force.
We've arranged this meeting with Cheryle Phelps' assistance
so that it is convenient to everyone because it is at the center
of our region of southwest Florida.

When entering guard gate you must say “FRIENDSHIP
FORCE." DIRECTIONS: When you see the Club House on
your left, it will be the 2nd building on the right. Ask for
Community Room at front desk and again say "FRIENDSHIP
FORCE." Cheryle says, " The Room is free, but they would
like for us to have our lunch at Club. This is not a huge room
so an approximate head count is necessary. The menu
changes weekly and you're sure to find something delicious!"
RSVP to Cheryle by 11/15. (click on her name to email her)
or phone her at 678-469-8171. Let her know if you will come
to the meeting and if you will have lunch afterwards.

Opportunity to go on Taiwan
Global Journey
Maureen, our club co-President, recently
heard from our regional representative
about the following:

Most Asian region clubs could not host journeys during the long
pandemic; they are restar�ng their ac�vi�es for 2023 and are

mailto:cherylep@outlook.com
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pleased to announce the Global Discover Taiwan #23144 Journey
for November 15-26, 2023. It is open to all club members
worldwide. See the a�ached PDF file for descrip�on, i�nerary,
costs and details. The Journey Coordinator is Wan Fang
wfchen07@gmail.com of Hsinchu FF club. If you have any ques�ons,
please contact Wan directly. Don't delay. There is a lot of interest in
this journey. Two members of our club have already applied.

Did you know?
Five members of our club recently finished a journey to
Bursa, Turkey Friendship Force Club including a 14-day
bus tour of the country. Our members went with the
West Michigan Friendship Force Club of which Marcia
Ellis was the Journey Coordinator. What a great time
they had in this fantastic country with beautiful friendly
people!

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FgK6pF_9nF5DdVr4yJtOoC8cE_PIyfZZiysyaEMHhyQp13Zz_UuZAfeGALX490B0zstVHthAnj8OybiplLz1w9uZI9CmtQZlyld3OTKKev0rzXavGd9X5HR_VvSdkQ0xQvXHSEoEFSWf1G-U7gUnwikj3InlapBNmEq3iKc53s1mjkfdiMTIwn9WXZ3494ELOFLqNtmSesvsu9pPBozzojhXWXQkYA2u7x--cWtHVTyEHdDW8pnMLQ==&c=L9gS33i1sSxBfrn92nAD2QRaVCyxl2vBU8Pzahz85VoaQDCbpdRAMw==&ch=ZPv1VpICvsDsSOKGHvijKHtIMdjKfqfdeuWBss_aHI1DlaW7P9zmOg==
mailto:wfchen07@gmail.com
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Can you find our members who went to Turkey? Look for Michelle, Joanne, Richard, Maureen &
Marcie!

Northern Colorado visiting our Club
March 15-22, 2023

This is what we are all about - welcoming others to our area of the world !
It's all about our mission - promoting global understanding, peace, and
experiencing other points of view! We call ourselves 'ambassadors' to
promote friendship among people of the world.

When in Inbound Group visits, we need all members to participate. Block
off your calendar for March 15-22. Be ready to help where you are
needed.

Sue Linehan stepped up and volunteered to be the Host Coordinator for
next year's visit. Here is her message to you!

Northern Colorado FF Club is eager to know how many ambassadors we
can accommodate so that they can take advantage of air fare bargains
going on now. With that in mind, can you please let me know the following:

1. If you can host, what is your bed situation and do you prefer a single
or a couple?

2. If you cannot host, can you be a driver for some of the day trips?
3. Are you willing to host a small dinner party at your home for some of

the members who are hosting?
4. Are you willing to organize the Welcome Party?
5. Will you help coordinate the activities?
6. Are you willing to put together a Welcome Bag for ambassadors?
7. Are you able to put together a printed program for the event?
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Please give me a call if you have questions about any of the above tasks.
Reply to me, Sue Linehan (just click my name) or call me soon at 941-
979-6977.

A little bit more about the Northern Colorado Club . The club is one of six
clubs from Colorado, Wyoming and Utah. It currently has 49 active
members located in the cities of Estes Park, Fort Collins, Greeley,
Longmont, Loveland and surrounding towns. Although it is located toward
the northern end of the Colorado "Front Range" on the high plains, they are
only a few miles distant from the foothills to the Rockies. Their view to the
west features one of Colorado's 54 "fourteeners" - peaks in excess of
14,000' above sea level. Long's Peak, at 14,109' is pictured above as
viewed from Rocky Mountain National Park.

Australia
Journey
Our club is visiting two Australian clubs
in 2023 - The Blue Mountains and The
Gold Coast. You can be part of the
adventure. Linda Supakoff is our Journey
Coordinator who is coordinating the
plans and working with the clubs to set
firm dates. She is also trying to
arrange other exciting happenings,
perhaps a stop in New Zealand and/or a
pre-trip to Sydney. Stay tuned as the
itinerary develops!

The Blue Mountains is a city, made up of 26 mountain towns dotted
along the Great Western Highway that crosses the mountains. It is a city
within a World Heritage National Park. Approximately 62 miles west of
Sydney, the area is one of Australia’s natural wonders and a popular tourist
destination with bushwalks, views of valleys and sandstone escarpments,
caves, gardens, galleries and cafes.

The Gold Coast - Our Shoreline of our city stretches for 37 miles along
the Pacific Ocean, featuring some of the best surfing beaches in Australia.
With names like Surfers Paradise, Broadbeach, Palm Beach and Mermaid
Beach, visions of glistening white sands, rolling surf and gently swaying
palms spring to mind – and that’s exactly how it is. We have beautiful
hinterland parks and forests to visit as well!

mailto:suelinehanpgi@gmail.com
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Friendship Force International
 World Conference 2023
Dubrovnik, Croatia | October 2 - 5, 2023

This is the first world conference in four years! It will have so
much to offer our members. In addition to the main hotel
where our conference events will take place, guest rooms for
varying budgets will be available at three sister properties just
a short walk around the bay. Day tours and post-conference
tours in and outside of Croatia will be on offer for our
delegates. There really is something for everybody! More info
coming up on your FFI member portal.
P.S. Our VP, Carol Nasby, already plans to go. Won't you join her?

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FgK6pF_9nF5DdVr4yJtOoC8cE_PIyfZZiysyaEMHhyQp13Zz_UuZAc1QP-qCHGQ8bCFyPAv1QGrTivpf2iF2fIZcwiK9z2jRDia_o4elLU-5q4NRRqDjEjoP2LYg974F79-JB9f9mb_4VK7FvWYVW2UUb9sFTSns&c=L9gS33i1sSxBfrn92nAD2QRaVCyxl2vBU8Pzahz85VoaQDCbpdRAMw==&ch=ZPv1VpICvsDsSOKGHvijKHtIMdjKfqfdeuWBss_aHI1DlaW7P9zmOg==
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Club Leadership 2023-2024
Let's Keep it Going...

To date, our Search Committee has not
found 2 members to serve on our board
in support of Carol, our incoming

president. We want our club to continue on and thrive.
This can't happen unless you help. Here is a
description of what we need.

The 1st and 2nd VPs assist the President in all aspects
of running our club. They are Board (voting) members
who meet in person or by Zoom when the President
calls a meeting (~4 times annually). It is not necessary
to reside in Southwest Florida full time; snow birds are
welcome. In fact, Carol, the incoming president, is a
snow bird. The other voting members of the Board are
the Treasurer (Richard Collins) and Secretary (Marcia
Ellis).

Volunteer by emailing Joanne or Sue, Nominating
Committee.

In Memory Of Sandy
Some of you might remember dear Sandy Gourdine from the
Suncoast FL Club of Friendship Force. She personally
inspired me when I was new to Friendship Force to
participate. She was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and
passed away at age 80 on September 20 under the tender
care of Suncoast Hospice with her family at her side. She
was loved by members of Friendship Force and of course, by
her dear husband and two sons.

mailto:eagleswingsj@yahoo.com
mailto:suelinehanpgi@gmail.com
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2022 - Save the Date!

December 14 Club Holiday Party

It's easy to join our wonderful
Friendship Force Club. Just click on
Application and fill out the form today.
For a limited time, there is an "end of
the year" special. No fee for this year!
All fees remitted pay for 2023 year!

Already a member? **NOW is the time to send in your $40
dues per person for next year to 257 Lido Drive, Punta
Gorda, FL 33950 Attn: Richard Collins, Club Treasurer**
*Note* Associate Members are $15 per person annually.

Co President's Comments

As many of us return to Florida this fall,
we are all involved with the hurricane
damage that we will see. How fortunate
we are that our homes withstood this
disaster that ravaged neighboring
communities. Moving foreword, I hope
we all see a ‘return to normal’ that we all
need. 

Five of us from FFSWFL enjoyed our
recent Journey to Azerbaijan and Turkey.

Looking back over this past month I could say that I felt as if
we were on a peace mission to this part of the world and not
just a travel trip. Sometimes we, Friendship Force Members,

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FgK6pF_9nF5DdVr4yJtOoC8cE_PIyfZZiysyaEMHhyQp13Zz_UuZAaAXwEbN3fKsB5TkLAo97jhUbK70JvPknJ-_WIWiOUwt9prCP18kv2sTgbB7Ps2VCvA3xRkg0PxUkLdc3wnwBkB1wEIIHHJoEDlBSDKlVkCMiwdFvOA5q6OyZa4gEls0Xhq0lJSgoE6llOge7yW1p7TgLhFrP5AKY06WkryepGmjP89D7pq-d6fEVAkmB-d6aA==&c=L9gS33i1sSxBfrn92nAD2QRaVCyxl2vBU8Pzahz85VoaQDCbpdRAMw==&ch=ZPv1VpICvsDsSOKGHvijKHtIMdjKfqfdeuWBss_aHI1DlaW7P9zmOg==
https://www.google.com/maps/search/257+Lido+Drive,+Punta+Gorda,+FL+33950?entry=gmail&source=g
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are so busy having a good time that we forget how important
our travels are. We came back with an even deeper
appreciation, a better understanding, and more admiration for
Azerbaijan & Turkey and her people.

Whether we are traveling as ambassadors or hosting
members from other clubs, our mission is peace through
building relationships. Our Journey was truly a fantastic
experience. 

Within the next year, FFI will be emailing member info and
news only to folks who have signed up for
https://my.friendshipForce.org . In addition to receiving those
emails, people who sign up have access to info about
journeys, virtual experiences (webinars), conferences,
events, clubs & groups, and a help center. 

My best to all and see you on November 19th.

 In Peace and Friendship,
Maureen

Parting Shot

Halloween Selfie with a bunch of strange characters!

https://my.friendshipforce.org/
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Friendship Force of
 Southwest Florida

Email Us

  

Check us out &
contribute to Group
Facebook Page!
Click FaceBook icon
above!

Friendship Force of Southwest Florida | 724 Via Tunis, Punta Gorda, FL 33950

Unsubscribe michellejeanne11@gmail.com

Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent by eagleswingsj@yahoo.com powered by

Try email marketing for free today!

Michelle Kemps <michellejeanne11@gmail.com> Thu, Nov 3, 2022 at 4:35 PM
To: Jane and Ron Sternberg <ronjane1@hotmail.com>, Ruth Zanini <ruthz2011@yahoo.com>, Dan Kain Bike
<Dkain01@gmail.com>, Roseanne & Ron Kruse <k2home@yahoo.com>, Kathy Leitsch <kaleitsch@gmail.com>

Nov Newsletter with the change of meeting date and place.  I have been there...nice place, good food.

For the Newbees.....a GLOBAL Journey (Taiwan) is different from a Club Journey.  A club Journey, you usually stay in
a host home for 7 days.  It is a Club to Club exchange. It is a bonding of the two clubs.  A   Global is open to all 360 clubs
around the world and it is meant for 'Education". In the Case of Taiwan, a club has offered to Educate us on the Entire
country.  If you look at the Itinerary there are only 2-3 nights of HomeStay...the rest is travelling throughout the country
staying at hotels.  Not sure how many people are going, but there will be people from all over the world.  Luckily the tour
will be in English.  

Hope to see some of you there at the Nov meeting.  Because it is a small room they have asked that if you are going that
you let Cherlye know.
I will definitely be there...in a special outfit for the program.

If you know anyone else who might be interested in Friendship Force, bring them along (let Cheryle know).

Michelle
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